Letter from Walter O’Malley to Buckminster Fuller
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May 26, 1955,

Mr. Buckminster Tuller,
5 Burns,
Forest Hills, Long Islend, W. ¥,

Dear Mr., Fuller:

I have completed reading with considerable interest = reprint from
American Fabrics, Spring 1953 issue, the article entitled "The Dymaxion
World of Buckminster Fuller". For soze time we have been con:zldiering a
new stadium for our Brooklyn Dodgers. More lmmediaste is the problem of
building one for our 3t, Faul club in Minnesota. My exparlence in oper-ting
2 pumber of typicel but =ntiguated stadis hes convinced me that we lose
a great desl of money each year becsuse of inclement weather and for some
time I bave been talking sbout building s new atadium thet, -mong other
things, would have s dome over it of & translucent material. I appreciate
that this couid be done slso with thin shell concrete. I believe that
psychologically the material should be translucent., The sversge bessball
park is used but 65 deys a year, Closed-over it could be used, of course,
many more times snd Tor e wvariety of events,

The dome would possibly have to be tipped off a horiszontel 2xis so
that the meximum helght was over home plate. The diemeter would probably
be 600 feet. 8uch a dome would perrit a more sstisfactory lighting effect
for night games than we now enjoy from the traditionesl towers in ibat 1light
fixtures could be placed more strateglically, Ve also plan inverse hsnging
boxes instead of the usual upper tier 2nd 2 dome structure would mske this
ouite possible,

During this week I spoke to representatives of Owens-Corning Fibergleass
Corp. heving in mind that some work might have been done with their rigid
corregeated product., I was hoping that such a material would not have to be
supported with too grest s mess of structural members. I was slso concerned
a2 to the practicabllity of ereating the dome without rostly interior
scaffolding, I had hoped thatr penels framed with bevelled aluminum sttached
to each other could be erected =nd remsin in place like = tile dome but I em
afrald my house of cards idea 1s too smateurish because of weight and other
factors.
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Baseball comprnies unfortunately, do not have the resources of the
large industrial companies, Price would become an extremely irmnortent
item. A dome such as I have in mind would have to be within the resources

of a baseball company, say $1,000,000. I believe this would open up 2 new
horizon for baseball.

I am not interested in just building another baseball park,

Sincerely,

Walter F. O'Malley,

President.
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